
 

 

A transformation by doing /making 
 
The first month of mobility in Valencia ended at the end of November 2019 
A first step was taken in November 2018 to get in touch with the city, listen to its rhythm, 
its streets, its inhabitants, but also its artists, its academics, its socio-cultural actors, its 
places ... and establish the first contacts in an informal way. 
Then, this year, as in all our experimentation processes in which we use artistic practice as 
a tool to look for a self transformation, or the transformation of the other, of the 
environment, we experience by ourselves, we use our person as an experimental material. 
To do this, it was decided to work on two fields : 
- Flamenco dance with Eva Moreno, dancer 
- a calligraphy experiment with Nieves Torralba Collados, professor at the Valencia school 
of design and artist 
Unfortunately, we had to face unforeseen events… 
First, the Flamenco, which was to be practiced every day, was not possible. Eva was unable 
to continue due to a physical problem. Instead, we watched improvisations of this dance 
at Gestalguinos, we attended to a Flamenco show at Radio City and observed, moreover, 
Eva's work with the children in the difficult neighborhood of Cabanyal (long-term project). 
Then the meeting with Nieves for a calligraphy experiment had to be canceled, Nieves has 
been ill. 
Our research is not called, without any reason "drifting"! But we are not without remedy! 
In fact, other tracks of experimentation could naturally emerge : 
- cooking with a group made up in part of researchers in the Transmaking project, then  
Spanish, French and Colombian citizens. 
- gestural codes in different cultures: a first glimpse repeated several times during informal 
meetings with Colombians, Chinese, Cubans, French and Spanish. 
Then we thought about the methodology; we quickly realized that we were not trying to 
develop a methodology, but on the contrary to define an experimental process. 
The numerous exchanges with university professors, project partners, and actors in the 
field, and in particular the one with Raul Abeledo, enabled us to understand that the 
experimentation process was not based on a group pedagogy but rather on a constantly 
changing way of collaborating, working, exchanging and researching in a group. So far, it 
is not clearly defined but interesting tracks emerged. 
In fact, two things appeared clearly from our experience in Valencia: 
- we have noticed what triggers the transformation: emotions, sensations, everything 
related to the sensitive, which then allowed us to have another look first of all on ourselves, 
then on the visible and the invisible around us. 
- that group pedagogy is not defined, because every time we meet a new environment, new 
contexts, we cannot have already built everything a priori, on the contrary the answer 
comes from listening. In each new approach we are different, everything is different and 
this is what makes the very richness of the group for its capacity for transformation and 
creativity. 
It will therefore now be a question of refocusing our experiments to link, combine, connect, 
these two elements and conceive how to build together, and thereby understand what does 
it really mean to change/to exchange for a common, constructive, positive transformation. 
 
This “drifting” research leads us to accept to change context and not to refuse the 
challenge of the unknown or the unexpected, because it is by venturing into these new 
fields that trigger the desire to transform ourselves in order to understand realities and 
therefore by extension to transform contexts with the other, with the others! 


